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‘Sixth form cuts will 
lead to lost generation’

Vote on retirement age

UNI–lateral

REGULAR readers of this column will 
know that I love Cambridge. Sadly, all love 
affairs have to come to an end at some 
point. Cambridge and I are not getting 
divorced, however. We have just decided 
to see a little less of each other for a bit.

I am leaving Cambridge due to ill health, 
but I will be coming back to restart my 
final year in October. The bad news for 
you: no more columns. The good news for 
me: another year here.

As this column has been my love letter 
to Cambridge, this final one feels rather 
like a Dear John. But Cambridge, it’s not 
you, it’s me. Whilst the unrelenting pres-
sure to excel academically has made our 
relationship tense at times, I understand 
that you only want what is best for me. 
When I am better, I’ll come back to you, 
and achieve that. 

In the meantime, back at home in 
Suffolk, you will still be in my thoughts. 
I am writing a (dreadful) novel set in an 
alternative version of Cambridge. My aim 
is to spend the summer finishing it, so 
while I won’t be in the real Cambridge, I 
will be spending quite a lot of time there 
in fiction!

So, what will I miss about you,  
Cambridge, during our separation? My 
friends, obviously. My degree, yes.  Book-
shops. Buskers. Balls. The way that the 
city centre manages to be beautiful even 
when it’s raining, as if the puddles just 
provide mirrors to reflect back the beauty 
of the buildings. 

We won’t be apart forever, though. 
In May Week I can visit, and come the 
autumn I’ll be back for my last year here. 
I might have changed, but Cambridge 
won’t. That’s what I love about you, Cam-
bridge, You are timeless and immutable. 

 All my love, Zoah

Goodbye 
to the city 
I love, but I 
will be back

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final year 
history student at Murray Edwards 
College (formerly New Hall),  
Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen fam-
ily, she came to Midsummer Fair 
each year and enjoyed it so much 
she decided to study in the city. 

This column is her love letter to 
her adopted town.

CAMBRIDGE could have 
a “lost generation” of 
children if funding cuts 
to sixth form colleges 
continue, a teacher  

has warned.
The worrying premonition 

came as dozens of teachers held 
a protest outside Long Road 
Sixth Form College yesterday 
in solidarity with their London  
colleagues striking this week. 

Teachers have warned of larger 
classes, fewer teachers and the 
loss of subjects, as the education 
sector struggles with the fastest 
falling rate of funding since the 
1950s.

Teacher and National Union of 
Teachers (NUT) representatives 
at Long Road, Philippe Harari, 
said: “Education-wise, you are 
talking about a lost generation of 
kids. This is happening across the 
country and we are like any other 
college.”

Mr Harari said subjects like 
modern languages and classics 
could be left off the syllabus as 
schools attempt to work with as 
much as a 13 per cent real-term 
funding cut over four years. 

Now in the second year of those 
savings, Mr Harari said: “Student 
provision in terms of one-to-one 
workshops are being cut back.

“Teachers will work harder 
but if you have stressed teachers  
that does not lead to a good  
education.”

Student Amelia Morgan, 17, said 
she is waiting to pick her A-levels 
as she does not know whether the 
course she wants will still exist in 
September.

“If health and social care gets 

cut, it means I will be forced into 
taking a different course which 
might not be the one I actually 
want to do,” she said.

Jahnavi Howard, 16, said 
removal of the education mainte-
nance allowance in 2010 had left 
her struggling to pay for the bus 
to school: “I can barely afford to 
come to college – it’s £21 a week 
for the bus.”

The funding relationship 
between the Government and 
sixth form colleges uses the 
Sixth Form Colleges’ Forum as a  
mediator, and sixth form colleges 
have discretion when it comes to 
their own budget.

Jon Duveen, secretary of the 
Cambridgeshire NUT, said the 
effects of cuts will hit harder 
amid high youth unemployment 
levels and the introduction of  
tuition fees.

In London today 
sixth form college 
teachers will walk out 
over funding and staff 
pay freezes.

A spokesman for the 
Department of Edu-
cation said: “Strikes 
benefit no-one. We are 
investing record fund-
ing of £7.5 billion in 16 to 
19-year-olds’ education 
this year, despite the 
tightest public finances 
for a generation. 

“It is down to sixth 
form colleges themselves 
to decide their own pay 
and conditions.”

UNIVERSITY members will 
vote on whether academics 
should be forced to retire at 67 
– and whether other university 
staff should be able to keep 
working until they please.

Cambridge University’s 
council has announced the 
ballot to decide the institu-
tion’s retirement policy after 
the Government removed 
the compulsory retirement 
age of 65 last year. 

Members of Regent house 
– the university’s governing 
body – have until April 27 to 
vote on the council’s recom-
mendations that academ-
ics must retire at 67, as is 
the current policy, while a 
retirement age is removed 
for all other staff.

In the university’s internal 
newspaper The Reporter, 

the council said the  
academic restrictions will 
help encourage a mix of 
ages among the staff.

“The evidence strongly 
suggest that there are 
grounds for real concern 
that the removal of a retire-
ment age in the case of 
established officers would 
lead to a detrimental imbal-
ance in the spread of ages 
and experience across this 
core section of the universi-
ty’s workforce,” it said.

It also said no retirement 
age would have an adverse 
effect on the job prospects 
of younger workers.

The proposals were met 
with mixed feelings within 
the council in December, 
with five out of 13 people 
speaking against the plans.

BY HUGH MORRIS
hugh.morris@archant.co.uk

Members of the NUT gather for a protest against government cuts in 

education at Long Road on Wednesday.
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