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Cambridge 
schools top 
of the table

Trio cook up a storm for charity

UNI–lateral

APPARENTLY the fact that Cam-
bridge students drink is shocking. 
Drunken antics here can trigger  
outraged headlines – not always 
unjustified. I can understand the 
public outcry over the drunken 
debauchery of Caesarean Sunday, 
but the annual stories on May Week 
seem unfair. 

The first involves ritualised fight-
ing, humiliation and drinking in a 
public place. (I’ve never taken part 
in Caesarean Sunday  – I walked past 
the ‘festivities’ and quickly decided 
they weren’t my sort of thing) The 
balls, conversely, are private affairs 
which take part behind college 
walls. 

The two situations are very differ-
ent, but they do have one thing in 
common: when the media decides 
to run an outraged story on them, 
it will invariably include the phrase: 
‘these are the future leaders of  
our country!’.

Now, this claim bothers me. We 
have only produced 16 Prime Minis-
ters to Oxford’s 26. Although Cam-
bridge has produced a lot of politi-
cians, you’re more likely to see our 
alumni on your TV than on the front 
bench. Our household names are 
Fry, Laurie, Sue Perkins: all funny, 
charming people who have found 
success across the board as comedi-
ans, actors, writers and presenters.

Unlike Cambridge, Oxford has 
staggered exams across terms, 
and hence has no need for post-
exam revelry on the same scale as 
May Week. They have less time to 
develop outside of their degrees, 
and less opportunities to let their 
hair down. Perhaps this is why their 
notables tend to be very focused, 
very driven, and a bit, well, dull. 

Oxonians you’re most likely to 
have heard of? Cameron, Osborne, 
Thatcher. Now, all three are suc-
cessful people, but who would you 
rather sit next to at a dinner party:  
the Chancellor or Stephen Fry? 

I think the fact that Cambridge 
students almost certainly aren’t the 
future leaders of the country is a 
good thing. To run the country you 
probably do want a single-minded 
man, but you wouldn’t necessar-
ily want to relax with him. Oxford’s 
premiers may give it prestige, but I’d 
rather be an interesting Cantab than 
a powerful Oxonian any day.

Nothing wrong 
with a bit of fun

Zoah Hedges-
Stocks is a final 
year history stu-
dent at Murray 
Edwards College 
(formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travel-
ling showmen 
family, she came 
to Midsummer 
Fair each year 
and enjoyed it so much she decided 
to study in the city. This column is 
her love letter to her adopted town.

THREE pupils from The Manor foun-
dation school have baked their way to 
£500 for  East Angla’s Children’s Hospices 
(EACH) .

Corall Belshaw, Jasmine Baxter and 
Bethanie Ground were inspired to help 
because a former primary school friend 
was a patient at EACH.

The Year 8 pupils raised money by bak-
ing cakes to sell at the school and with a 
non-uniform day. Jasmine said: “All the 
school was very supportive including 
our teachers, although one teacher did 
describe our cakes as not looking very 

good but being very tasty!”  
The teenagers also organised for an 

EACH representative to speak at a school 
assembly about the hospices’ work.

They were then invited to visit the 
hospice, which Corall described as “very 
homely and nothing like a hospital”.

Ben Slade, principal at The Manor, 
said: “The girls organised it all them-
selves and the whole school com-
munity supported them. It was very 
heartening that some of our neigh-
bours here in Arbury also generously 
donated. We are very proud of them.”

CA M B R I D G E 
schools have 
dominated the top 
10 schools in the 
county for GCSE 

achievement in the Govern-
ment’s league tables pub-
lished last week.

Often the subject of con-
troversy over whether they 
accurately reflect a school’s 
success, there is no denying 
that Cambridge’s schools are 
producing brilliant results 
with seven out of 10 of the 
best performing schools 
in Cambridgeshire when it 
comes to GCSE attainment 
being located in Cambridge 
itself.

Below are the 15 top per-
forming schools in the Cam-
bridge area compared with 
the whole of the county, 
measured by the percentage 
of pupils achieving five A* to 
C grades at GCSE last sum-
mer including maths and 
English.

When there are two insti-
tutions with the same per-
centage, an average GCSE 
point score is calculated for 
each school’s students to 
determine ranking.

1st – The Leys School,  
Cambridge – 99 per cent
2nd – The Perse School, 
Cambridge (boys) – 99 per 
cent
3rd – Stephen Perse Founda-
tion, Cambridge (girls) – 98 
per cent
7th – Sancton Wood School, 
Cambridge – 96 per cent
8th – St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge – 82 per cent
9th – Parkside Community 
College, Cambridge – 80 per 
cent
10th – Swavesey Village Col-
lege – 79 per cent
11th – Cambridge Interna-
tional School – 78 per cent
12th – St Bede’s Inter-
Church School, Cambridge 
– 77 per cent
13th – Comberton Village 
College – 76 per cent
16th – Melbourn Village Col-
lege – 68 per cent
18th – Sawston Village Col-
lege – 67 per cent
19th – Impington Village 
College – 66 per cent
20th – Chesterton Com-
munity College, Cambridge 
– 66 per cent
22nd – Linton Village  
College – 65 per cent

From left: Bethanie Ground, Corall Belshaw and Jasmine Baxter.
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International school appeals
CAMBRIDGE International 
School has made a formal 
appeal to the Department 
for Education about how the 
school was classed in the 
league tables.

Principal Harriet Sturdy 
said the school scored 100 
per cent A* to C grades but, 
due to an error in processing 
at the department, grades 
taken in an earlier sitting 
were not counted. 

Director of the school Dan-
iel Sturdy said: “The Depart-
ment for Education should 
go back to school for extra 
maths tuition.

“We do not think that you 
can fully judge a school on 
the basis of a set of num-
bers but of course schools 
should be held to account 
on the basis of their results. 
If you are going to empha-
sise league tables you have 
to do it properly – it is not 
unreasonable to expect that 
the numbers are completely 
accurate.

“This is why we are so dis-
appointed that the Depart-

ment for Education officials 
have apparently lost the 
scores of two of our pupils 
who took some of their 
exams early. This had the 
disastrous effect of chang-
ing our score from 100 per 
cent to 78 per cent – moving 
us from a clear first place 
in the county to not even 
appearing in the top 10 in 
the published tables.

“How can the Depart-
ment for Education launch  
initiative after initiative 
aimed at boosting the 
nation’s numeracy skills 
when it can’t even add up 
the scores of one small 
school? How many other 
mistakes has it made? 

“The lesson must be not 
to make a judgment purely 
on the basis of reported 
numbers – are the children 
happy, secure, interested 
and engaged? Come and see 
for yourselves.” 

Cambridge International 
School expects new data will 
be issued soon - correctly 
scoring the school.
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