
12 Cambridge First Thursday, February 9, 2012

Education
                  www.cambridgefirst.co.uk          m.cambridgefirst.co.uk

UNI–lateral

CHARLIE Cavey is a local man who has 
been busking in the city centre for 11 
years. You’ve probably heard him, but not 
seen him. He isn’t invisible, just creative. 

Mr Cavey is the infamous ‘bin man 
busker’, regularly heard singing outside 
Corpus Christi College and occasionally on 
Bridge Street, where I first saw him. 

It was just after my Freshers’ Week. I 
was feeling poorly, homesick, and  
worried that I had missed out making 
friends. I was, in short, a bit miserable. 

On my way into town, though, I heard 
something that made me laugh out loud 
in the middle of the street: the song King 
Of The Swingers from The Jungle Book, 
emanating from a bin. I chucked some 
change down and walked on, feeling 
much more cheerful. Charlie had made 
my day.

So I am disgusted to hear that some 
students from Corpus Christi have 
attacked him with stink bombs and 
poured a bottle of bleach into the bin – all 
because they found his music annoying. 

Thank goodness he wasn’t inside it at 
the time. Even so, had he got into the bin 
after the attack, he could still have been 
made violently ill, or even blinded, by the 
bleach fumes.

If Charlie’s music really is a problem to 
students, then students are welcome to 
protest through official means, by lodging 
a complaint with the council. Apparently, 
very few have. Instead, they decided to 
attack someone as he went about his 
work. Throwing stink bombs in someone’s 
face when they’re trapped in a confined 
space is an attack.

 I understand that loud music can be 
annoying. I grew up on a funfair, so I know 
exactly what it is like to have to work in a 
noisy environment. 

However,  people don’t disrupt build-
ing sites because they’re annoyed by 
road drills outside their house. No-one 
smashes up a market stall because they 
find the market traders’ shouts irritating. 

Most people are mature enough to 
either complain through the proper chan-
nels or even just invest in some earplugs. 

Maybe some students do need to grow 
up, after all. 

Charlie the ‘bin 
man busker’ 
hits the right 
note with me  

Zoah Hedges-
Stocks is a final 
year history stu-
dent at Murray 
Edwards College 
(formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travel-
ling showmen 
family, she came 
to Midsummer 
Fair each year 
and enjoyed it so much she decided 
to study in the city. This column is 
her love letter to her adopted town.

New school 
to open in  
September 

Cambridge pupils find their voice

A NEW city centre school 
for youngsters aged 
three to seven will 
open in September.

The Stephen Perse 
Foundation has announced plans 
for its new city pre-prep school 
to complement its existing  
Madingley-based site.

The city pre-prep will be 
located in newly refurbished  
buildings next to the Stephen  
Perse Girls’ Junior School in 
Brookside, Cambridge.

The foundation - which  
incorporates the Perse Girls  
Junior and Perse Girls Sen-
ior schools as well as a mixed 
sixth form college and pre-prep 
- says the city pre-prep will 
work in conjunction with the  
Madingley site with iPad tech-
nology and a minibus running 
between the two sites used to 

foster relationships between the 
two sets of pupils.

It says the city-based site is ideal 
for access to the Botanic Gardens 
and all central Cambridge has to 
offer whereas the Madingley site 
is applying for ‘forest school’ sta-
tus to recognise its approach to 
outdoor play and learning.

Sarah Holyoake, head of the 
Stephen Perse Foundation’s  
pre-prep, said the new school will 
boost the pre-prep’s numbers 
to around 140 pupils aged three  

to seven.
She said:  “Our pre-prep has 

the same ethos as all Stephen 
Perse Foundation schools,  
and is focused on laying the  
foundations for a lifetime of 
learning.  

“Throughout the school we 
foster valuable thinking skills 
and learning habits which help 
our children to build qualities 
such as collaboration, courage, 
self-belief, imagination, curios-
ity, resilience and responsibility.” 
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CONTENT EDITOR
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Pupils at the Stephen Perse Foundation’s pre-prep visit the school’s new 
under-construction site at Brookside, Cambridge.

SIX teams from schools around 
Cambridge battled it out during 
a spirited Youth Speaks chal-
lenge organised by the Rotary 
Club of Sawston.

With topics ranging from 
‘Sexism in the Media’, ‘The 
Olympic Myth’ and ‘Do Some 
Professions have a Respon-
sibility to Model a  Healthy 
Body Weight?’ the youngsters 
showed they were not afraid to 
broach subjects that many may 
think but not dare to utter for 
fear of creating controversy.

The winning team, Sawston 
Village College, argued that fears 
the computer games and social 
networking sites generation of 
today may be setting itself up 
for a fall was a myth, with its 
subject ‘Have We Doomed the 
Children of Britain Today?’. 

Luke Pate pointed out there 
was nothing wrong with him 
despite playing computer 
games and watching TV – “not 
drastically anyway”.

Runner-up The Perse was of 
the view that money may buy 
comforts and material goods 
but it does not bring happiness.

Bassingbourn Village College 
cited Addenbrooke’s consultant 
neurosurgeon Helen Fernandes 
as an example of why ‘Girls are 
Better than Boys’. “The mod-
ern woman is equally good in 
the operating theatre as the 
open-plan kitchen,” said Liam 
Traverse Healey, with chair-
man Tom Holcroft concluding: 
“Women Rule the World.”

Asked if the answer was for 
men to start their own cam-
paign and “burn our jockstraps” 

as women had burned their 
bras to attain more freedom, 
the team had doubts whether 
it would be a good idea.

Bottisham Village College 
believed the Olympics was get-
ting too corporate. “It could 
have been equally good if it 
was held in a field or the coun-
tryside. There was no need for 
this huge expense,” said Ram-
ganesh Lakshman.

Tony Collett, chairman of 
the Rotary Club of Sawston, 
praised the 15 to 16-year-olds’ 
willingness to take on diffi-
cult subjects and said he was 
impressed by their confidence.

The Cambridgeshire final of 
Youth Speaks was held at Saw-
ston Village College.

The district final is on March 
30 at the College of West Anglia.

MONEY spent on widening access to 
university raised from increased tui-
tion fees will not be enough to encour-
age poorer children into higher educa-
tion, a Cambridge charity has warned.

According to universities minister 
David Willetts, the new tuition fees 
regime - where universities can charge 
up to £9,000 a year for higher education 
from this September - will raise £620 
million to be spent by universities charg-
ing more than £6,000 on increasing the 
number of students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds over the next few years.

But Richard Gould, chief executive of 
Villiers Park Educational Trust based in 
Foxton, questioned what this money 
can really accomplish.

“Over the past 10 or so years govern-
ments have invested several billion to 
improve social mobility through trying 
to attract less-advantaged students to 
leading universities,” he said.

“Yet statistics show that there has 
been insufficient change to justify 
the sums spent. A sustained positive 
impact on fair access is only possible 
if we address all factors that might  
prevent an able student from a less-
advantaged background maximising 
their potential.”

The charity, which runs a scholar 
programme to encourage teenagers 
into university, cited its own research 
that 77 per cent of 43 youngsters 
involved in its programme went on to 
do a degree course – as opposed to the 
national Sutton Trust data which put 
the figure at 64.2 per cent for 2007-09.

Nationally, only 2 per cent of stu-
dents at the most academically-selec-
tive universities are form less-advan-
taged households where the annual 
income is £25,000 or less. 

Poorer students 
need more help 
with uni access

Sawston Village College’s 
winning team, Luke Pate, Luke 
Fitzgerald and Rachel Whittle.
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