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500 ticket-holders have been left dis-
appointed after the Festival of Ideas’ 
keynote speaker, Michael Moore, can-
celled his Friday appearance with less 
than two weeks’ notice. 
Whilst the University is “disappoint-

ed” at the cancellation, not everyone 
has reacted so calmly. Moore’s UK 
representative David Johnson, who 
arranged the rest of his nationwide 
tour, launched into a foul-mouthed 
tirade on his Facebook page, accusing 
Moore of being an “ego-fuelled celeb”, 
a “minor sleb” and “a complete and 
utter cunt”: Johnson even went on to 
ask readers to suggest ‘any other ways 
that Michael Moore is a cunt’ and to 
list them on his Facebook page. John-
son’s ire is understandable, given that 
he stands to lose £28,000 from the 
cancelled UK tour.
When asked for comment, Johnson 

told TCS: “I think I’ve said MORE 
than enough already!” but was keen 
to stress that he was “very sorry” 
that Moore was ill. “With live shows 
these things sometimes do happen 
and thousands of people are incon-
venienced. I still have tremendous 
respect for Mike and his work and I 
hope he gets well soon - he just has 
rather bad manners sometimes.”
The tour was to promote Moore’s 

new book, Here Comes Trouble: Sto-
ries from my Life, but was cancelled 
due to illness.
On 13th October, Moore publicly 

apologised to his Twitter followers: 
“Good friends & dear fans in the UK 

& Ireland: I have to postpone my book 
tour overseas. I am very, very sorry. I 
promise to reschedule soon!” 
The event was due to take place at 

the West Road Concert Hall this Fri-
day and was going to involve both a 
talk about Here Comes Trouble and a 
book-signing. A spokesperson for the 
Festival of Ideas told TCS that ‘people 
who booked tickets are eligible for a 
refund via the ADC box office. The 

proceeds would have covered the hire 
of the venue and would have gone 
towards speaker fees and marketing 
costs for future Festivals’ 
The University Press Office added, 

“It is very disappointing but there are 
plenty of other very well-subscribed 
exciting events in the UK’s biggest arts 
and humanities festival.”
Michael Moore’s office was not avail-

able for comment.
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Students from Murray Edwards 
College have been warned not to take 
taxis alone, after an undergraduate was 
sexually intimidated by a taxi driver on 
her journey home alone. 
In an email circulated on Wednesday 

night to all Murray Edwards 
undergraduates, Welfare Officer Jenny 

Tollmann and Women’s Officer Alice 
Gormley cautioned students: “where 
possible, taking taxis in twos or threes 
is advisable.”
The incident occurred last Thursday 

around 3am. The student took the taxi 
from Market Square beside Trailer Of 
Life. 
She was reluctant to comment on the 

details of what was exchanged, but 
revealed that remarks made by the 

driver were of a highly sexual nature and 
made her feel incredibly uncomfortable. 
The student has not since been 
able to establish whether the taxi  
was licensed. 
The only licensed vehicles permitted 

to be hailed by passengers from streets 
are hackney carriages, owned by the 
Cambridge City Council. 
All licensed hackney carriage drivers 

must undergo CRB checks, which must 

be renewed on a regular basis. 
They must also take a knowledge test 

of the local area, a medical test and 
the Driving Standards Agency test. 
However, they receive no training 
regarding etiquette towards passengers. 
All licensed drivers are required to 

prominently display their personalised 
licence on the dashboard or hanging 
from the car mirror. 
If the licence is not displayed, and the 

driver does not show their licence when 
asked, the Council state there is reason 
to believe the taxi is not licensed. 
Following the spate of sex attacks on 

women in Cambridge since August last 
year, taxis have been recommended 
as a safer alternative for students, 
particularly females, walking alone after 
dark.  Many colleges have organised taxi 
systems for students travelling alone late 
at night.  
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Cambridge scientist makes a splash in world photo 
competition
Water droplet containing a pair of mosquito larvae by 
John Brackenbury of the Department of Physiology and 
Neuroscience. Currently leading the popular vote for the  
2011 Nikon Small World Competition.
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