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Phoenix School is set 
to quadruple in size

Pupils to become EU leaders

UNI-lateral

Remembering 
their sacrifice

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final 
year history student at Murray 
Edwards College (formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen 
family, she came to Midsummer 
Fair each year and enjoyed it so 
much she decided to study in the 
city.  This column is her love letter 
to her adopted home town.

I WAS a few minutes late for my 
supervision on Friday. For once, it 
wasn’t down to my poor time-keep-
ing. This time, I was late for a very 
good reason – I was observing the 
two minutes’ silence.

My supervisor had mistak-
enly scheduled our supervision 
at 11am, and I had been a little 
concerned that I wouldn’t get to 
take part in the silence, but I was 
still on my way when the clocks 
struck 11am.

I sat on the wall outside Trin-
ity and watched the scene around 
me. The workmen in the street had 
taken off their hats out of respect 
and were standing in a line waiting 
for the silence to start. 

As the cannon sounded, people 
stopped cycling and dismounted 
their bikes. The whole street came 
to a standstill. We stood there, a 
group of strangers, but we were 
united for those two minutes and 
we were silent to remember the 
sacrifices that had been made for 
us. Those two minutes were sad, 
and beautiful and poignant. 

Of course,  Remembrance Sunday 
is synonymous with the Cenotaph, 
which Charlie Gilmour  swung on 
during the December protests. 
After a public outcry, my fellow 
Cambridge historian was sentenced 
to 16 months in prison for unrelated 
activity during the protests.

This week, he has been released 
on bail. I have a lot of respect for 
those who died in the wars, but I 
am still glad to see Charlie leave 
prison. He was wrong to do what 
he did, but his original sentence of 
18 months was disproportionately 
long.

I don’t think for a second that 
there are any war veterans who 
think his actions were justified. 
They weren’t, and sadly they 
obscured the very real point of the 
protest that Charlie was with, to 
keep education affordable. 

Charlie made a stupid, reckless, 
and sadly offensive mistake, but 
he knows that. He has paid for it. 
Hopefully now he can move on 
with his life.

CAMBRIDGE’S Spinney Primary School 
was shortlisted for making ‘outstand-
ing progress’ at the Education Business 
Awards.

Headteacher Rachel Snape, who 
attended the event at Arsenal’s  Emir-
ates Stadium, received a Certification 
of Commendation in recognition of 
the school’s successful investment in 
education.

Judges said of The Spinney School: 
“Serving a changing locality of social, 
linguistic, ethnic and cultural diversity, 
the involvement of parents in sup-
porting The Spinney Primary School is 
extensive and enriching. This has much 
to do with the closely co-ordinated 
interest teachers sustain in their pupils, 
addressing a variety of learning needs. 

“The Spinney has successfully 
directed pupils’ independence in learn-
ing, and the school’s tracking systems 
precisely identify any pupil that may  be 

at risk of falling behind. 
“Their increasingly broad under-

standing ranges across all areas of 
learning. Teaching excellence, with 
a highly attuned sense of the pupils’ 
mutual relationships, has created a 
hospitable, stable and confident atmos-
phere all around.”

The Spinney, in Hayster Drive, Cherry 
Hinton, which has 207 pupils aged four 
to 11, was rated ‘outstanding’ twice in a 
report by Ofsted inspectors.

Mrs Snape said: “We are delighted to 
have received this recognition which is 
a wonderful reflection of the school’s 
ethos and values.” 

The awards, presented by Moira 
Stuart and sponsored by ETeach, rec-
ognise successful schools and projects 
that demonstrate how the dedication 
of teaching and management staff, 
coupled with sound investment, have 
delivered better learning environments. 

‘Outstanding’ primary honoured

A NEW parent-run school 
near Cambridge has 
been granted permis-
sion to quadruple its 
numbers.

The Department for Education 
has granted permission for Phoe-
nix School, in Willingham, to 
raise its numbers from 30 to 120 
over the next four years.

The independent school – which 
opened its doors in September 
2010 – currently teaches pupils 
aged from three to seven.

But following a glowing Ofsted 
report and a successful appli-
cation to the Department for 
Education, the school – based 
in the former Victorian Willing-
ham House hotel building – will 
expand to allow pupils to progress 
through to the age of 11.

Headteacher of the Phoenix 
School Jackie Daire established 
the school after the closure of St 

Colette’s Prep School in Girton 
where she taught for many years.

And although the school has 
just 30 pupils currently, there are 
eight members of staff to enable a 
broad expertise in subjects includ-
ing ballet, Mandarin, French and 
football as well as English, maths 
and science.

Mrs Daire said:  “We had always 
wanted to establish a natural pro-
gression almost as an extension 
of their home.

“We get amazing results and we 
have happy and fun-loving children.

“We are a traditional independ-
ent school with old-fashioned val-
ues and plenty of common sense 
which we do not apologise for.”

Mrs Daire said parents have played 
an integral part in the success of the 

school – even raising thousands of 
pounds to purchase an educational 
activity trail in the schools grounds 
which they installed themselves at 
the weekend.

“Everyone has played their part 
in establishing the school and 
now we’re thriving,” she said.

“If there’s a specific skill we 

cannot provide, there is always a 
parent to come in and help.” 

Mrs Daire said the children would 
progress to other independent or 
state schools in the Cambridge area 
when reaching the age of 11.

“There are so many good 
schools in the area it’s up to them 
to make a choice,” she said.

TWO pupils from Cambridge are poised 
to make decisions on the pressing 
issues currently facing the European 
Union (EU) - at a mock meeting of the 
Council of the European Union.

Charlotte Ball and Sher Dhesi from 
Parkside Sixth will today join pupils 
from schools across England who will 
represent each of the 27 EU member 
states, the European Commission and 
General Secretariat, in London’s historic 
Lancaster House.

Representing Luxembourg, the 
Parkside girls will debate and vote on 
issues around the Arab Spring and 
economic growth. 

Anna Smith, deputy principal and 
International Baccalaureat co-ordinator, 
said it was an excellent opportunity for 
“our potential future leaders to hone their 
debating, diplomacy and language skills”.

The students will present ‘their’ 
country’s standpoint and make alliances 
with other countries during working 
groups, before casting their final votes 
in council sessions.

Many of the students have been 
selected from the British Council’s 
Comenius programme - an EU-funded 
scheme aimed at developing knowledge 
and understanding of different Euro-
pean cultures and languages.

Spinney Primary School in Cambridge has been honoured.

Pupils enjoying their time at the Phoenix School in Willingham.  
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FOUR schools in the Cambridge area have 
received national recognition for persuading 
more pupils to walk and cycle to school.

Oakington Primary School, Bluebird 
Primary School in Sawston and the Grove 
Primary School in Campkin Road, Cambridge, 
received the gold standard in the School 
Travel Plan National Accreditation Scheme.

And Barton Primary School was awarded 
the bronze standard.

Katy Taylor, school travel adviser at Cam-
bridgeshire County Council, said: “The work 
that these schools have done to promote 
walking and cycling is amazing.  All of the 
schools have worked really hard and evi-
denced that hard work to achieve the award.”

Accolades for schools 

Charlotte Ball and Sher 
Dhesi at Parkside.
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