
Cambridge First 11

Education
UNI-lateral

Is our safety not 
worth £150k?

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final 
year history student at Murray 
Edwards College (formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen 
family, she came to Midsummer 
Fair each year and enjoyed it so 
much she decided to study in the 
city.  This column is her love letter 
to her adopted home town.

TWO women have been attacked 
in Cambridge in the last fortnight. 
The man who sexually assaulted 
nine women earlier this year 
remains at large. This is why I am 
horrified at last week’s decision 
to cut live monitoring of our city’s 
CCTV cameras. 

The CCTV will not be switched 
off entirely; cameras will still be 
recording and so there will still be 
video evidence for court cases, for 
example. Live CCTV monitoring, 
however, is about more than court 
convictions. With live monitoring, 
there is the hope that if you are 
attacked, someone will be watch-
ing and the police can react to save 
you and catch your attacker. It 
makes you feel safer. 

The exact hours of downtime have 
not yet been decided, but discus-
sion indicates that it will probably be 
some time between 3am and 11am - 
the quietest hours for street crime. 

There may be less crime in the 
middle of the night, but it tends 
to be of a more dangerous variety. 
At this time of year, the streets 
are dark and deserted for most of 
the time between 3am and 11am, 
making them the perfect scene for 
would-be rapists and muggers. 

In the early 1970s, local man Peter 
Cook attacked eight women and 
sparked the biggest manhunt in 
England until the Yorkshire Ripper. 
Women were terrified but the police 
brought in more officers to patrol the 
streets to reassure the community 
and eventually caught the monster. 

I am not saying we should take 
such drastic measures but maybe 
we should keep the adequate ones 
we have. It is true that live CCTV 
viewing did not stop the recent 
attacks but the people of Cam-
bridge – not just young women but 
anyone at risk of violence – need 
to feel the city cares and is doing 
something about it. 

At a time when women like 
myself are being warned almost 
daily of dangers on Cambridge’s 
streets, this CCTV cost-cutting 
measure feels like a slap in the face. 
Is our safety not worth £150,000? 

Have you got a story? 
Get your school and college featured 

here. Email cambridgefirst@
archant.co.uk

CRC opens 
‘green’ doors

Contest a tribute to teacher
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STUDENTS and young chefs will 
take part in a live cookery contest 
to showcase their talents in the 
kitchen.

The competition will take place 
at Cambridge Regional College 
(CRC) throughout the day next 
Thursday (October 27).

The ‘Salon Culinaire’ will see 
competitors laying a table for six 
people for a three-course meal 
on a theme of the London 2012 
Olympics and will see the dishes 
displayed in front of the critical 
eyes of the judges – spanning 
canapes to petits fours.

Nick Lomax, member of the 
organising committee for this 
year’s competition, said:  “Holding 
all the events at CRC is a major 
step forward in forging closer 
links with the outstanding work 
the college is doing to create the 
next generation of chefs and 
front-of-house staff. 

“The students and young chefs 
participating are the future of 
our catering industry and we are 
delighted to be working in part-
nership with CRC to showcase 
and recognise the high standards 
being achieved.”

Young chefs will be cooking 
up a storm in competition 

ST MARY’S School, Cam-
bridge, held its inaugural 
Young Pianist of the Year 
competition - in memory 
of the school’s music 
teacher, Agnes Heron, who 
died last month.

Noa Cebon (intermedi-
ate level) and Joyce Mok 
(advanced level) emerged 
winners of the Agnes Heron 
Memorial Cup which was 
judged by Cambridge con-
ductor Ralph Woodward.

Charlotte Avery, head-

mistress of St Mary’s, said: 
“Agnes Heron’s contribu-
tion to the school as head of 
music and as a peripatetic 
piano teacher is legendary. 
She was at the school for the 
best part of 80 years. 

“The introduction of the 
Agnes Heron Memorial Cup 
for the Young Pianist of the 
Year is a fitting tribute to 
her memory and will ensure 
that her love of music will 
continue to inspire St Mary’s 
girls for many years to come.”

CA M B R I D G E 
Regional College 
(CRC) is throwing 
open the doors of 
its new SmartLife 

Low Carbon Skills Centre 
this month.

The aim is to give local 
businesses and residents 
a chance to find out more 
about the innovative project 
on their doorsteps.

The £3 million building 
will be a centre for ‘green’ 
building technologies where 
students will learn the exper-
tise needed for building low-
carbon homes and installing 
renewable energy systems.

It will also support busi-

nesses looking to adapt to 
the low-carbon economy, 
with specialist classrooms for 
teaching the installation of 
photovoltaic, advanced gas 
and solar energy systems.

The ‘open house’ event 
includes demonstrations 
and practical advice on how 
to save money and energy 
at home, information stands 
from local companies, and 
a chance to find out more 
about the green technologies 
of the future.

Free refreshments are also 
on offer, along with vouchers 
to return to attend a free envi-
ronmental awareness seminar.

The open house runs from 
1pm to 4pm on Monday, 
October 31, and is open to all.  
See www.camre.ac.uk for 
more information.

The SmartLife Low Carbon 
Skills Centre is a joint project 
between CRC and Cam-
bridgeshire County Council.

It is part of the Hive Educa-
tion and Enterprise Park – a 
joint venture between CRC, 
the county council and Future 
Business. It will also be home 
to SmartLife Homes and the 
Future Business Centre.

SmartLife Low Carbon 
Skills Centre.
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