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Coins & Medals, 
Arms & Armour 
Valuations
Wednesday 2 November                             
10.30am to 3pm

Venue
The Royal Cambridge Hotel
Trumpington Street
Cambridge CB2 1PY

Bonhams invites you to 
meet our specialists for free 
and confidential auction 
valuations. To make an 
appointment, please call or 
email.

01284 716 190
bury@bonhams.com

International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/bury

Education Have you got a story? 
Get your school and college featured 

here. Email cambridgefirst@
archant.co.uk

UNI-lateral

‘We’re treated 
like children’

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final 
year history student at Murray 
Edwards College (formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen 
family, she came to Midsummer 
Fair each year and enjoyed it so 
much she decided to study in the 
city.  This column is her love letter 
to her adopted home town.

CAMBRIDGE might be a training 
ground for future prime ministers, 
but sometimes it feels as if the 
university purposely treats us like 
children. 

For instance, students at 
Gonville & Caius are not allowed 
to cook. Their college removed 
all the hobs last year citing ‘fire 
risks’. That leaves hundreds of 
people with no real cooking facili-
ties because their college thinks 
they can’t be trusted to cook 
pasta safely. Bear in mind that 
these are supposed to be some 
of the brightest minds of their 
generation.

 Of course, no-one is going to 
starve. They can eat in Caius’s 
(famously dreadful) dining hall. 
Three square meals a day, and no 
need to worry about shopping or 
washing up. This isn’t necessarily 
a good thing. A friend there once 
called his mother for advice on 
how to cook a steak. He is 21. 

This is the crux of the Cambridge 
experience – Cambridge wants to 
look after you and make your life 
as easy as possible so that you 
can get on with work. It is just a 
shame that it does so in such a 
patronising way. 

For instance, I would like to be 
able to clean my own room. I do 
housework at home, so I don’t 
see any reason to not do it here... 
Except for the fact that my college 
won’t let me. The vacuum clean-
ers are locked away. Why can’t I be 
trusted with Henry the Hoover?! 

At Emmanuel College, the mol-
lycoddling goes even further. The 
cleaning staff there will even do 
your washing for you. There is 
absolutely no need, at Cambridge, 
to learn how to fend for yourself. 

Cambridge students might be 
learning a lot academically but I 
worry that, when we get out into 
the ‘real world’, we will be sorely 
lacking in practical life skills. If the 
Cambridge colleges aren’t careful, 
they could risk churning out gen-
erations of students who might be 
quite clever but can’t boil an egg or 
pay a bill.

Children have not 
changed in 150 years

Anglia Ruskin  to hold open day

CHILDREN today are no 
different from how they were 
more than a century ago – or 
so the log books of Teversham 
Church of England Primary 

School show.
The school, which this week received 

an ‘outstanding’ grading from SIAS 
(Statutory Inspection of Anglican 
Schools), celebrated its 150 years with 
a number of events last week includ-
ing scouring the log books dating back 
more than a century.

What they discovered did not sur-
prise Elizabeth Jenkin, headteacher of 
the school for the past four years.

She said: “During research of the log 
books we discovered everything that 
happens now, like children coming late, 
not bringing the things they should 
have done or children misbehaving, 
are not new. Claims of falling standards 
and children not being able to read and 
write properly are not new either.

“People often say that children nowa-
days can’t do this and the other, but it 
actually has always been that way.

“What we took from reading the log 
books was that even rows among teach-
ers and people walking out were all 
commonplace.”

Teversham Primary School was set 
up in 1891 by the National Society. 
Throughout its early years there were 
about 70 children on roll, all taught in 
what is now the reception classroom, 
which was divided into two rooms 
by a curtain. 

Today the school has 147 children on 
roll with five classes and seven class-
rooms in addition to a kitchen, hall and 
various offices.

The week-long celebrations included 

inviting senior citizens who were 
interviewed by pupils about their 
memories of the school.

There was also a service of thanks-
giving, an exhibition comprising school 
and village memorabilia, displays from 
Borley Brothers, Teversham Motors and 
the Marshall Group, and a children’s 
museum set up with help from Cam-
bridge and County Folk Museum.

The celebrations ended with an 
afternoon tea served to the village’s 
older residents by staff and pupils – all 
dressed in Victorian costumes.

SCHOOLCHILDREN in Cambourne are 
creating pictures of animals and wild-
life scenes to be displayed in a fund-
raising art exhibition.

Ovenden Contemporary – a 
Cambourne-based arts promotions 
company - has organised the one-night-
only exhibition in aid of The Wildlife 
Trusts for Bedfordshire, Cambridge-
shire and Northamptonshire.

Taking place from 5.30pm to 9pm on 
Friday, December 2 at the Manor House 

in Broad Street, Cambourne, it will 
feature more than 20 local artists, pho-
tographers and sculptors including Lau-
rence Broderick - the sculptor famous 
for The Bull in Birmingham’s Bull Ring, 
as well as Jo Tunmer, the renowned 
landscape painter from Cambridge.

Art lovers will be able to view and 
buy paintings, prints, sketches, 
photography and sculpture with 30 per 
cent of all sales donated to The Wildlife 
Trusts BCN.

A SECOND postgraduate and part-time open 
day will be held at Anglia Ruskin University in 
Cambridge on Saturday.

Course leaders from the university’s four 
faculties will be available to discuss the range 
of degrees and answer questions. 

For the majority of courses, prospective 
students will be able to receive an offer of a 
place to study on the day.

Part-time students can find out about the 

new tuition fee loan which comes into effect 
from September 2012, while staff from Anglia 
Ruskin’s employability and careers service will 
provide impartial advice to help prospective 
students make informed decisions about their 
education and future career opportunities.

For further information and to book your 
place at the open day, which runs from 
10am-2pm, phone 0845 271 3333 or visit the 
university’s website at www.anglia.ac.uk/pgpt

A really wild art exhibition

Ben and Tom Briggs, and Jemima 
Borley-Yau with artefacts including a 
punishment book and Jemima’s great 
grandfather’s Teversham school desk.
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