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University students 
are going Dutch

x

UNI-lateral

Choosing the 
new chancellor

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final 
year history student at Murray 
Edwards College (formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen 
family, she came to Midsummer 
Fair each year and enjoyed it so 
much she decided to study in the 
city.  This column is her love letter 
to her adopted home town.
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READERS may remember the con-
troversy over the election of a new 
university chancellor to replace 
Prince Philip earlier this year. As 
the final decision draws near, it is 
worth a recap of the four men who 
might replace him. 

Lord Sainsbury is the official 
choice and a great donor to the 
university, while a group of stu-
dents, hoping for a more colour-
ful representative, nominated the 
actor Brian Blessed. Dissident aca-
demics called for Michael Mans-
field, a top human rights lawyer, 
to challenge Sainsbury. But much 
more interesting than the actor, 
the businessman or the lawyer, to 
my mind, is the fourth candidate, 
Abdul Arain. 

Although they are in opposition 
in the ballot, Arain and Sainsbury 
have a lot in common. Both men 
have strong links with Cambridge 
(Sainsbury studied at King’s whilst 
Arain has lived here since he was 
16) and both give a lot of support 
to charity. In fact, as the proprietor 
of Mill Road’s Al-Amin grocery 
store, Arain could be seen as 
a grassroots version of the 
supermarket magnate.  

He is standing for the job in 
opposition to the plans to build 
a new Sainsbury’s on the road. 
Arain has said in interviews that 
he wants to stop Cambridge 
becoming a ‘clone town’. 

Independent businesses like his 
are what make Cambridge such 
an interesting place to live. Mill 
Road was even nominated as one 
of Britain’s ‘hippest streets’ in the 
Google Street View awards this year 
because of its unique character. 

If Arain gets the job, it would 
end the succession of white, mid-
dle-to-upper-class men who have 
been chancellor, and would also 
be a brilliant symbol of ‘town’ and 
‘gown’ working together. Whether 
or not he does get the job, by 
standing, Arain has reminded the 
university that it does not exist in a 
vacuum but is part of a wider com-
munity. Good luck to him.

STUDENTS from Cam-
bridge are turning their 
backs on British univer-
sities to study overseas 
– in an attempt to avoid 

a predicted £50,000 of debt 
created by rising tuition fees. 

Foreign universities have seen 
a hike in British applicants as stu-
dents look to dodge the £9,000-a-
year university tuition fees being 
introduced next year.

Oliver Tunnacliffe is one of many 
looking abroad for a better deal.  
He is hoping to study medicine at 
Maastricht or biology at Gronin-
gen, both in the Netherlands. 

“It seems to me to be the obvi-
ous choice with the rising fees,” 
he said, “I can spend £1,700 on 
tuition in the Netherlands a year 
or I can spend £9,000 in Britain.

“The education is the same 
and I will get the same degree 
regardless of wherever I study, 
a first in the Netherlands is the 
same as a first in Britain.”

Oliver’s parents, Cambridge city 
councillor Damien Tunnacliffe 
and Louise Elkins, went to Oxford 
and had hoped their son would 
follow in their footsteps.

The 18-year-old student studied 
biology, chemistry and maths at 
A-level at Hills Road Sixth Form 
College, achieving grades A, B and 
C respectively.

He did not apply to univer-
sity entry this year as he was 
undecided about his future.

“My parents wanted me to re-
take some modules and get my 
grades up to study in Britain but 
when they came round to the 
idea they started backing me,” 
said Oliver, who lives in Pretoria 
Road, Cambridge.

“Of course I will miss my 
friends and family but it is only 
a quick and cheap plane or ferry 
journey to get to the Netherlands so 
it’s fine.

“I haven’t looked at the down-
sides, maybe I’m a bit arrogant but 

I think I’m an optimist.”
Maastricht University has 

seen a rising trend in British 
students applying – 84 studied 
there in the 2009-10, 128 in 2010-
11 and 158 are in attendance this 
academic year. 

The university says the students 
are keen because of a high-qual-
ity education, lower fees and the 
experience of studying abroad.

A spokesman said: “The reason 
why they come here is because of 
our small-scale tutorial groups, 
courses that are fully taught 
in English and we place great 
emphasis on the ‘international 
classroom’ in order to prepare 
students for an international 
labour market.”

The National Union of Students 
has warned British universities 
the rising fees would have a nega-
tive long-term impact. 

“This will make students look 
to study abroad more often and 
universities over here will see 
fewer students applying to them,” 
a spokesman said. 

“Other countries around the 
world are putting more funding 
into their universities and, with 
the hike in fees, students from 
abroad will no longer look to study 
in Cambridge.”

Johnny Rich, editor of the Push 
Guide to Which University, urged 
students to research studying 
overseas thoroughly before mak-
ing any decisions. 

“There is still a 
massive demand for British uni-
versity places which outstretches 
supply,” he said. 

“But with lower tuition fees and a 
mind-broadening experience why 
wouldn’t people want to study in 
the Netherlands.

“Students need to work out 
what’s important to them and 
which institutions will be right for 
them.

“I would like to urge caution 
as they might not find that it will 
work out nicely. 

“Open your search to the Nether-
lands but don’t think because it is 
cheaper it will be better.”

Former Impington 
Village College student Jasmin 
Adams, 18, looked into studying in 
the Netherlands but has decided on 
staying in the UK. 

She said: “I wouldn’t be able to 
look after myself. If something 
was to happen the whole living 
on my own would be awful as 
most people who go abroad have 
studio apartments.”

BY HYWEL BARRETT
cambridgefirst@archant.co.uk

Oliver Tunnacliffe, 18, is applying to university in the Netherlands.

Groningen University.

Talented young poet wins 
top international award
A YOUNG poet has beaten off compe-
tition from 7,000 people around the 
world to win an international poetry 
competition.

Joel Lipson, 16, will attend the Royal 
Festival Hall this evening to receive his 
Foyle Young Poet of the Year award 
where he will meet judges and poets 
Imtiaz Dharker and Glyn Maxwell.

Joel, who lives in Fulbourn and is 

a student at Hills Road Sixth Form 
College, said: “My first experience of 
poetry was writing about a bonfire, no 
older than six or seven. 

“Since then my general scribblings 
have become slightly more organised.

“I was absolutely delighted because 
there is obviously only a very small 
chance of winning. My parents were 
in the room with me when I opened 
the letter and they’re obviously very 
pleased. 

“My first thought when I opened 
the letter was wow and then it’s about 
time as I have entered poems in the 
last four competitions.”

The Young Poet of the Year compe-
tition is open for children aged 11-17 
and this year’s award attracted 7,215 
entrants – more than any year since 
its introduction in 1998.

Ms Dharker said: “This award shows 
that literally thousands of young peo-
ple are writing poetry and with such 
strong and vigorous voices.”

Joel was among 14 other winners 
who have won a residential writing 
week at the Hurst Arvon Centre or 
have a poet visit their school and 
become youth members of the Poetry 
Society. Another 85 commended poets 
will also become youth members.

“The prize means I will spend a 
week in a nice country house and will 
learn more about poetry and find out 
what I already know and what I have 
no clue about,” said Joel.

“This will help me develop my 
writing style and I will be alongside 
the other winners and with well-prac-
tised hands.”

Joel Lipson, 16, has won a Foyle 
Young Poet of the Year award.
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