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is honoured

Water way to help 
the environment

UNI-lateral

ONE of the interesting things about 
being a student is the way in which 
you quickly feel as if you belong to 
two different communities: your 
home town and the place where 
you study. 

At campus universities like the 
University of East Anglia in Nor-
wich and the University of Essex 
in Colchester, it can be easy to feel 
separate and distant from the city 
and its locals. 

One of the things that attracted 
me to Cambridge was the way in 
which the city and the univer-
sity are more or less inseparable. 
Because most of the colleges are 
in the town centre, students and 
locals naturally mix, and I think 
this is a good thing.

 Another great advantage of the 
layout of the city centre is the way 
in which it encourages students to 
patronise local businesses. I have 
visited campus universities, and 
it is far too easy to live your life 
within the campus limits, visiting 
only the Student Union bar and the 
on-site supermarket. 

Here at least students can spend 
their loans in local businesses and 
mix with people from outside 
their university. This has the twin 
benefits of keeping our feet on 
the ground and boosting the local 
economy.

It is too easy for students and 
academics to close themselves off 
and live in the proverbial ‘ivory 
tower’. This is why it is good that 
local newspapers like Cambridge 
First feature news that is relevant 
both to people who live and work 
in Cambridge year round, and 
those of us who are only here in 
term time. 

It reminds us all that we share 
this city when it can be easy for 
students to act as if they own the 
place. Just as the university and 
the city are intertwined, students 
and townspeople shouldn’t see 
themselves as separate, but as part 
of the same wider community. 
 Zoah Hedges-Stocks

A home away 
from home

CHAMPION jockey 
Frankie Dettori and 
TV host Richard Made-
ley are among nine big 
names to receive honor-

ary degrees from Anglia Ruskin 
University (ARU).

The nine honorary awards 
will be presented during faculty-
themed ceremonies for 1,900 stu-
dents in Cambridge’s Guildhall 
from October 11 to 13 in recogni-

tion of their outstanding achieve-
ments.

Lanfranco ‘Frankie’ Dettori will 
receive an honorary Doctor of Sci-
ence award for his achievements 
in the horse-racing industry.  Ital-
ian-born Dettori began his British 
career aged 14 when he appren-
ticed with trainer Luca Cumani 
at Newmarket where he became a 
stable jockey soon after.

Richard Madeley is to receive an 
honorary Doctor of Letters award 
for his contribution to television, 
reading and entertainment.

Along with wife Judy Finnigan, 
Madeley became a household 
name when the couple began pre-
senting the daytime TV show This 
Morning in 1988.

Other honoraries include Sir 

Keith Mills, business-
man and deputy chair-
man of the London 
Organising Committee 
of the Olympic Games, 
and Dr Jonathan Miller, 
founder and chief 
executive of the e-
commerce life sciences 
company Abcam.

Joe Greenwell will 
receive an award for 
his services to the car 
industry, having held 
the position of chair-
man of Ford of Britain 
since 2009, and John Holder for 
his role as an internationally-pub-
lished illustrator.

Composer Mark-Anthony Tur-
nage, author and poet Kevin 
Crossley-Holland and the con-
ductor Sadaharu Muramatsu will 
also receive honorary degrees.

Meanwhile, Professor Michael 

Thorne, vice-chancellor of ARU, 
congratulated all students return-
ing for graduation next month.

He said:  “These hardwork-
ing and determined graduates 
have done exceptionally well. We 
wish them every success in their 
chosen careers and hope they will 
be inspired by the stories of our 
honorary graduates.”

A CAMBRIDGE secondary school 
is set to halve its water use - sav-
ing the equivalent of more than 
3,600 cups of tea a day.

The Manor School in Arbury Road 
is rolling out the first phase of a new 
energy plan which will benefit the 
environment as well as reduce bills.

Cambridge Water has given 
The Manor School tap inserts 
and shower valves to reduce the 
water flow rate as well as ‘hippos’ 
to put in toilet cisterns to reduce 
a flush by three litres.

Estimates show the collective 
fitting of all the devices will save 
almost 1,000 litres of water a day.

The plan is the brainchild of 
Mike Walters, a teaching assist-
ant at the school. 

A passionate ‘green’ champion, 
Mr Walters compiled a compre-
hensive analysis of the school’s 
energy needs in his own time. 

Mike Walters with Albey Webb, 
Mel Willday, Nishat Uddin, and 
‘hippo’ water-saving devices.

Thai officials pay a visit
A HIGH-PROFILE delegation 
of Thai Government offi-
cials has visited Cambridge 
Regional College (CRC) to 
develop educational links 
with the college.

Churairat Sangboonnum, 
Deputy Permanent Secretary 
for Education, and Chanwit 
Tubsuphan, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Private Education 
Commission, led the coun-
try’s Ministry of Education 
visit.

The 25-strong delegation, 
which included education 

officials and heads of private 
schools in the county, visited 
CRC to learn more about the 
British vocational education 
system.

CRC already has links 
with two private schools in 
Thailand, enabling British 
courses to be taught by local 
teachers trained by CRC staff.

The closer partnership will 
give Thai students the opportu-
nity of gaining British qualifica-
tions at home or study part of 
their programme in Thailand 
and part in Cambridge.

Zoah Hedges-Stocks is a final 
year history student at Murray 
Edwards College (formerly New 
Hall), Cambridge.

From a travelling showmen 
family, she came to Midsummer 
Fair each year and enjoyed it so 
much she decided to study in the 
city.  This column is her love letter 
to her adopted home town.
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